Project description
 
It is long past time to unite the north and south residential halves of Wallingford, an area with nearly 20,000 people.    Because drivers are distracted and frequently don't stop at pedestrian zebra crossings on fast-moving arterials -- even when children or elders are crossing, a signal at N 40th Street and Sunnyside Avenue North in Wallingford is recommended.     

I don't walk across 40th often, but when I do to visit friends, go to Gasworks Park, or catch a bus, I'm appalled at the difficulty crossing this street. Between the U-District to Wallingford Avenue North, there is simply not a safe way a child, an elderly person, someone pushing a stroller, someone walking a dog can halt traffic and get across the street.     

It wasn't until my son was 12 or so that I let him walk unaccompanied to visit friends south of 40th. And then I made him call when he got across the street.    Simply accepting N 40th Street as an arterial that has out of control fast-moving and unstoppable traffic is wrong. Sunnyside (or a nearby residential street) needs a signal. 

It will do so much to re-unite the two sides of Wallingford – South Wallingford and Central Wallingford.    

Both of the times this project was submitted to SDOT for NPF consideration, in 2011 and 2012, the City analysis was: "we won't put a crosswalk or a signal here because we haven't counted enough people using this crossing."     

My bicycle and pedestrian transportation planning friends in Portland say, when an engineer says that to reply, "so I guess you won't put a bridge over that body of water until enough cars have fallen into it to justify the bridge."     

Please Unite Wallingford.
 
The proposed solution is "Traffic signal at this location will ensure traffic will slow and stop for pedestrians and cyclists as well as vehicles entering the roadway. Speed humps may also be needed to discourage cut-through traffic."
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December 17, 2012
SDOT Large Neighborhood Street Fund
PO Box 34996
Seattle, WA 98124-4996​​​    re: NSF application # 2390895358 
To Whom It May Concern,

I am writing to support the United Wallingford project and the Wallingford Greenways application for a 2012 Large Neighborhood Street Fund Grant on behalf of Seattle Neighborhood Greenways.  The Wallingford Greenways proposal to united the two sides of the community will create a better urban fabric and is supported by the Wallingford Greenways Draft Plan http://seattlegreenways.org/wp-content/uploads/CompleteWallingfordGreenwaysReport.pdf. 

The signal along North 40th Stret would connect schools, small retail, transit, and residential communities and turn a rapid “pipe for cars” into more of a “place for people”. In addition to support from local schools, residents, and businesses, the South Wallingford Neighborhood Plan Amendments call out many elements directly relevant to the United Wallingford Neighborhood Street Fund project goal of connecting the two sides of Wallingford http://www.seattle.gov/dpd/stellent/groups/pan/@pan/@plan/@proj/documents/web_informational/cos_005206.pdf 

· W-G7 A neighborhood south of N/NE 40th St. which respects the residents’ desire for a pedestrian-friendly neighborhood, with strong connections to the Wallingford Urban Village and to public spaces along the shoreline, while maintaining the viability of the existing marine-industrial and commercial activities.
· W-P31  Provide opportunities for small, pedestrian-oriented businesses in South Wallingford while preserving the economic vitality of existing businesses and opportunities for their reasonable redevelopment.
· W-P32  Pursue opportunities to provide public access between the residential community and the shoreline area. 
· W-P34  Control impacts of regional traffic on South Wallingford’s residential, commercial and recreational areas.
· W-P35  Work to enhance bicycle and pedestrian access between the upland portion of the neighborhood and the Burke-Gilman Trail and shoreline. 
A signal at N 40th St. and Sunnyside Avenue North would address many of the South Wallingford Amendment goals as well as being a high priority for the Wallingford Complete Neighborhood Greenways Plan. It is a safe route to school serving Hamilton International Middle School, John Stanford International Elementary School, and numerous preschools.

In addition to serving students and elders, this project would serve people with disabilities. Access between Wallingford Avenue North and the University District is severely limited. 

A signal would serve schools, business owners, church-goers, residents, Metro bus commuters, cyclists, dog walkers, and park users who currently have no easy pedestrian crossing. By placing a signal at Sunnyside and 40th, SDOT would provide a pedestrian-activated signal at three linear points connecting North and South Wallingford: there are pedestrian-activated signals at Sunnyside and 50th and Sunnyside and 45th.  

Wallingford Greenways has presented this idea to multiple community groups and Spokespeople and Sustainable Wallingford voted to support this idea. This idea has been vetted with John Stanford Elementary PTSA, Hamilton Middle School PTSA, Wallingford Chamber of Commerce, the South Wallingford neighborhood group, and the Wallingford Community Council. 

We believe, as Seattle Department of Transportation Director Peter Hahn has said repeatedly, that our streets are not “pipes for cars” but are public spaces that should bring us together, not divide us. 

Cathy Tuttle, Executive Director   Seattle Neighborhood Greenways  www.SeattleGreenways.org 


 To Whom It May Concern,
I am writing to support the United Wallingford project and the Wallingford Greenways application for a 2012 Large Neighborhood Street Fund Grant on behalf of Seattle Neighborhood Greenways.  The Wallingford Greenways proposal to united the two sides of the community will create a better urban fabric and is supported by the

Wallingford Greenways Draft Plan

http://seattlegreenways.org/wp-content/uploads/CompleteWallingfordGreenwaysReport.pdf.

I live in Lower Wallingford (south of 40th Street). My oldest child attends John Stanford International School at 42nd and Latona, and is involved in after-school activities in Upper Wallingford and Green Lake, so I cross 40th Street on a regular basis with him and my younger child, who attends daycare north of 45th Street.

The year that my younger child was born, I broke my foot, so we did all of our travel by bus. I used a knee walker (scooter) and had to cross 40th Street with an infant and a preschooler to get to our bus stop. Even with the walker and two small children, it was difficult to get drivers to see us and stop so that we could cross the road. As a result, getting across 40th Street was consistently the most stressful part of our commute.

We currently do most of our commuting by bike. My son would love to ride his own bike to John Stanford, but I do not feel safe letting him cross 40th Street. Instead, he rides on my bike, and I still opt to take a longer route home to avoid having to cross 40th Street. Coming home from his after-school activities in Green Lake (and even at Wallingford Park), I would like to make use of our fantastic East-West Greenway, but without a safe way to cross 40th Street going south at night, I usually opt to ride on Wallingford Ave., a very busy arterial road, instead, since that gives me a signal to cross 40th Street. I would much prefer to ride with my children on non-arterials and the Wallingford Greenway; taking the Greenway to Sunnyside and Sunnyside south to Lower Wallingford would be an ideal route for us.

Most of my son's friends live north of 40th Street, and not having an easy crossing means that it will be many, many years before I will consider letting him walk or bike to visit them without an adult to help him. A safe crossing of a busy road running through the middle of our neighborhood would do much to improve the connections to his

classmates and our neighbors.

Sincerely,

To whom it may concern,

>

> I am a bike commuter who rides from the bike path along North Lake Union up to 45th street on the way home from Interbay to my home on Thackeray and 45th street in Wallingford.  The scariest part of my commute is going north or south to the bike trail and crossing 40th street, both going to the bike path in the morning and returning in the evening.  It really is very scary with all the cars going by very fast and no indication that they will stop for bikes or pedestrians.  There are no lights or traffic calming mechanisms between Wallingford Ave and Latona which is a long stretch for cars to build up speed.   It would be very helpful to have one or several traffic lights to slow the traffic down and provide safe crossing points along 40th street particularly at Sunnyside and or Bagley in Wallingford between I-5 and Wallingford Ave.

>

> I hope the traffic light project for Wallingford bridge the gap is given high priority.
To: Rob Mattson, and other Neighborhood Street Fund Program staff,
I am writing in support of the United Wallingford project and the Wallingford Greenways application for a 2012 Large Neighborhood Street Fund Grant. 
As a resident of lower Wallingford (south of 40th) with at student at John Stanford Elementary (42nd & Latona), I am well aware of the hazards posed by high-speed traffic along 40th. A signal at N 40th St. and Sunnyside Avenue North would create a safe route to this school, as well as Hamilton International Middle School and numerous preschools. It would also support many of the amendments to the South Wallingford Neighborhood Plan (http://www.seattle.gov/dpd/stellent/groups/pan/@pan/@plan/@proj/documents/web_informational/cos_005206.pdf).
My 2012 proposal to install a crosswalk from the Burke Gilman Trail at Latona & N. Pacific (another hazardous arterial) was prioritized for funding in 2013. Cathy's proposed traffic signal would complement this project, and help to create a calmer, safer neighborhood for pedestrians, cyclists and drivers.
Hello,

I am writing in support of proposal to add a stoplight on North 40th Street at Sunnyside in Wallingford. I commute by bike with my small children (ages 5 and 3) on board and we cross 40th many times a day--to reach my younger son's preschool, to visit the grocery store

in Fremont, get to our favorite Gas Works Park, and to access out-of-neighborhood libraries and parks.

Crossing 40th is never easy. The speeding motorists rarely stop for me or pedestrians I see along the way.

We enjoy taking the bus, too, but I am very uncomfortable even standing on 40th to wait at the bus stop.

Calming the traffic on 40th would make such a difference for me and I believe it would go a long way in getting more people utilizing active transportation.

Thank you,

We are writing to support the United Wallingford project and their application for a 2012 Large Neighborhood Street Fund Grant on behalf of Skanska. We support human- powered transportation and a great urban infrastructure. The Wallingford Greenways proposal to unite the two sides of the community will create a better urban fabric and is well supported by the Wallingford Greenways Draft Plan. 
(see http://seattlegreenways.org/wp- content/uploads/CompleteWallingfordGreenwaysReport.pdf) 
The signal would connect schools, small retail, transit, and residential communities and establish a more people-scale environment. 
It is also relevant that the South Wallingford Neighborhood Plan Amendments call out many elements about connecting the two sides of Wallingford: 
http://www.seattle.gov/dpd/stellent/groups/pan/@pan/@plan/@proj/documents/web_inf ormational/cos_005206.pdf 
W-G7 A neighborhood south of N/NE 40th St. which respects the residents’ desire for a pedestrian-friendly neighborhood, with strong connections to the Wallingford Urban Village and to public spaces along the shoreline, while maintaining the viability of the existing marine-industrial and commercial activities. 
· .  W-P31 Provide opportunities for small, pedestrian-oriented businesses in South Wallingford while preserving the economic vitality of existing businesses and opportunities for their reasonable redevelopment. 
· .  W-P32 Pursue opportunities to provide public access between the residential community and the shoreline area. 
· .  W-P34 Control impacts of regional traffic on South Wallingford’s residential, commercial and recreational areas. 
· .  W-P35 Work to enhance bicycle and pedestrian access between the upland portion of the neighborhood and the Burke-Gilman Trail and shoreline. 
We believe our streets are public spaces that should bring humans together in their community, not divide and isolate us. Skanska supports local efforts, as embodied in this proposal, for building healthy, connected communities and active transportation. 
Skanska USA Commercial Development
Locally engaged in the Wallingford community on the Stone34 project 
To whom it may concern,

I have lived on Sunnyside between 38th and 39th since 1984.  I would like to support putting one or more traffic signals for pedestrian crossings on NE 40th Street between Latona and Stone Way.   I have always considered 40th a very dangerous street to cross.  I bicycle commute daily to near North Seattle Community College and have to cross 40th on my way to Greenlake.  So many car drivers are preoccupied and or aggressive that I only rarely ride in streets, but I have to cross a number of very busy arterials to get up to Meridian and 105th where I work.  40th is the only one that scares me. Cars today are designed to feel that 40 mph is the speed they should be going in the city, and as a result many drivers only travel at a slower speed when something external induces them do so.  Less than half of them in my experience will stop for a pedestrian or a bicyclist at a corner even with a painted cross walk unless there is a light.

I wrote to the Seattle DOT several years ago when there was an effort to put a painted cross walk with a overhead yellow light or a pedestrian activated signal at 40th and Bagley.  The person who responded for the city told me that those crossings were dangerous because drivers didn't stop for them and that they gave pedestrians a false sense of security that cars would stop and contributed to accidents.  That was such an absurd statement that I didn't even know how to respond.  All it takes is for one car to stop and then the others will stop for a pedestrian. There are several of those lights on Greenlake Way and my experience is that the vast majority of drivers will behave and follow the rules if the rules are well defined.  The problem with no lights and no crosswalks is that the default for drivers is to seek the 40 mph comfortable speed and only pay attention to other cars.

Several weeks ago at night I was trying to get across 40th at Sunnyside at about 5:30 PM when it was fully dark.  I was on my bicycle, but had dismounted and was on foot trying to cross as a pedestrian. I had all my lights flashing and was wearing a bright yellow reflective jacket.  A car coming up 40th stopped for me so I carefully started to move out into the street to see if I could induce the Eastbound traffic to let me cross.  A string of cars just powered on past me doing close to 40 mph.  One driver slammed on his brakes and then opened his window to yell at me saying, "that was really dangerous what you just did.  I couldn't see you at all."

Again there was nothing for me to say in response.  When people get in their cars and start driving most of them don't see anything but signals and other cars, their minds usually on something that has nothing to do with driving their car.  When anything intrudes on this tiny little sensory band width that they've allocated to driving their response invariably is, "its your fault that I didn't see you."

I don't think car drivers are bad people.  Every now and then I drive a car and I see how easy it is to fall into this constricted level of awareness.  Most drivers want to do the right thing. We just need very clear visual signals telling drivers what to do.  Otherwise the default is 40 mph, paying attention only to other cars with the mind completely distracted by something unrelated

